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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
College of Natural and Behavioral Sciences
Department of Earth Science and Geography

Program Description
The M.S. in Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary program
housed in the College of Natural and Behavioral Science (CNBS). Our
mission is to prepare leaders, innovative thinkers, and planners who
can address and solve environmental challenges using interdisciplinary,
scientific approaches. Because of our campus' location, the emphasis
of the program is on the urban environment. The required courses
in the natural and social sciences introduce students to the unique
problems of environmental analysis, policy, and planning. Elective
courses allow students the flexibility to meet their specific interests and
career goals. Real-world experience is obtained through directed research
and internships in government agencies, non-profit organizations, and
corporations.

Features
The program is interdisciplinary, with core and elective courses drawn
from the natural and social sciences. Core courses introduce the
student to the unique problems of the urban environment, environmental
analysis, policy, and planning; mathematical and analytical skills to
address environmental problems, and the original research literature in
environmental science. Elective courses allow students the flexibility to
tailor their academic programs to meet specific goals. Students obtain
real-world experience in the urban environment through internships in
government, non-governmental, or other agencies and organizations. The
academic program culminates with an original research project leading to
a thesis.

Two Tracks toward the M.S. in Environmental Science

All students can enter the master's program through either the Internship
Track or Thesis track. The Internship ('Professional') Track (i.e., without
the thesis option) is primarily aimed at students who want to gain
professional experience while pursuing their degree and seek immediate
employment after graduating from the program.

Students seeking the Thesis ('Research') Track are strongly advised
to consult with the Program Director and contact prospective faculty
mentors before applying. The conventional Thesis ('Research') Track is
primarily suited for students who want to pursue careers in research-
related agencies and industry, or continue on to doctoral studies.

Admission Requirements
Admission as a classified graduate student requires applicants to hold
a bachelor’s degree in natural or social science from an accredited
university with a minimum grade point average of 3.0 overall or 3.0 in
the last 60 semester (90 quarter) units of upper-division course work.
Students with GPAs between 2.5 and 2.9 in the last 60 semester (90
quarter) units of upper-division course work, may be granted conditional
admission. All students are required to have completed two courses in a
field related to environmental science and a statistics course, with grades
of “B” or better.

Applicants must also document writing proficiency by submitting
administrative evidence of graduate writing proficiency. This is usually
the satisfactory completion of an upper-division writing course or a
writing exit examination prior to receiving the undergraduate diploma. In

the CSU system, this writing competency is called the Graduation Writing
Assessment Requirement (GWAR).

There are four existing pathways for entering graduate and post-
baccalaureate students to immediately satisfy GWAR: GL requirements:

1. Graduate students who earned a baccalaureate degree from an
accredited college or university in the United States satisfy the
GWAR: GL.

2. Graduate students who earned a baccalaureate degree from
an accredited non-US institution where English is a primary
language of instruction satisfy the GWAR: GL.

3. Graduate students who earned a 4 or above on the analytical
writing component of the Graduate Record Examinations (GRE)
or the Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) satisfy
the GWAR: GL.

4. Students coming from baccalaureate programs offered in non-
English speaking university settings can qualify to enter a
graduate program by meeting university admissions standards
as outlined in the online course schedule and catalog.  

Applicants with a baccalaureate degree from a non-English speaking
university or who have not attended schools at the secondary level or
above for at least three years full-time where English is the principal
language of instruction are also required to submit proof of English
proficiency. Please visit https://www.csudh.edu/future-students/
international/english-proficiency for details.

1. A minimum score of 80 on the internet-based TOEFL exam (iBT),
2. A minimum score of 213 on the computer-based TOEFL exam
3. A score of 6.5 or higher on the IELTS Academic Test, or
4. A score of 53 or higher on the Pearson Test of English (PTE)

Academic

Applications are not considered complete without the test scores.

These test scores should be sent along with your other application
materials to the address provided above.

Please note that scores are considered valid for only two years and that if
several scores are submitted, only the most recent is considered.

Students who meet all but one requirement of the MSES program
may be admitted in conditionally classified status at the Program
Director's discretion.  They must meet all conditions by the end of the first
academic year.

Admission Procedures
All applicants are required to complete a Cal State Apply application. The
following documents should be submitted in the 4th Quadrant at Cal State
Apply:

1. CV/resume
2. All unofficial transcripts (must also submit all official

transcripts to the Office of Admissions at CSUDH)
3. A personal statement/cover letter
4. Letters of recommendation are not required but can be provided

in support of the applicant

All applicants are also required to contact the program coordinator and
those faculty with whom they wish to work.



2  Environmental Science

1. Students are strongly advised to contact a potential Faculty
mentor prior to submitting application materials to increase the
possibility of enrollment.

2. Submit to the M.S. in Environmental Science Program Director:
• A letter describing research interests, goals, and

expectations in pursuing the master’s degree in
environmental science.

• Unofficial undergraduate transcripts (separate official
copies still need to be submitted to University Admissions).

The application deadline for the Fall semester is March 1st. Application
materials can be sent to:

California State University, Dominguez Hills
College of Natural and Behavioral Sciences, Dean's Office
ATTN: Environmental Science Program Director
1000 E. Victoria St., Carson, CA 90747

Academic Advisement
Upon acceptance to the program, each student will select or be assigned
to a faculty advisor and plan an individualized program of study based
on the student's interests and career goals. All students in the program
are required to be advised every semester to assess student progress and
program effectiveness.

Career Possibilities
Among the many employment opportunities available for recipients of
an M.S. in Environmental Science are public agencies, particularly in
the areas of environmental protection and resource management, or
water, wastewater, and power-generation utilities (public or private).
Opportunities in private industry include environmental management and
engineering firms, analytical laboratories, and nonprofit organizations.
Potential sectors of employment include forestry, agriculture,
fisheries management, and soil and water conservation; hydrological
monitoring, air quality analysis or control, environmental policy analysis,
environmental planning, urban and regional planning, environmental
impact analysis and conservation systems analysis, plus environmental
education and environmental lobbying. In addition, the M.S. in
Environmental Science is excellent preparation for further academic
pursuits, such as a Ph.D. in environmental science or a degree in
environmental law.

Graduate Programs
Master

• Environmental Science, Master of Science (https://
catalog.csudh.edu/academics/environmental-science/
environmental-science-ms/)

Faculty
Parveen Chhetri, Program Director
Cheyenne Cummings, Zanele Furusa, John Keyantash, Ashish Sinha
(Earth Science and Geography)

Location
Department Office:  NSM B-202

Department Phone: (310) 243-3731

Courses
ENV 590.  Graduate Seminar.  (1-3 Units)  
Prerequisite: Graduate standing in the M.S. in Environmental Science
Program or approval by the Program Coordinator. Presentation and
discussion of selected topics in environmental science. One to two hours
of seminar per week. Repeatable course. A maximum of four units may
be applied to the master's degree.
Offered Fall, Spring

ENV 596.  Internship in Environmental Science.  (3 Units)  
Supervised internship, in the student's area of interest, with a
participating agency or company. The internship will be chosen in
consultation with the Program Coordinator. A minimum of nine hours per
week of internship activity and a final written report are required.
Offered Fall, Spring

ENV 598.  Directed Research.  (1-3 Units)  
Laboratory and/or field research on a specific subject in environmental
science. The research is to be approved and directed by the instructor.
Repeatable course. A maximum of three units may be applied to the
master's degree.
Offered Fall, Spring

ENV 599.  Thesis.  (3 Units)  
Research and writing of a thesis to fulfill the thesis requirement for the
master's degree. The topic of the thesis to be approved and supervised by
the Graduate Advisor, in consultation with the student's Graduate Thesis
Committee. Repeatable course. A maximum of three units may be applied
to the master's degree.
Offered Fall, Spring

ENV 600.  Graduate Continuation Course.  (1 Units)  
Graduate studens who have completed their course work but not their
thesis may maintain continuous attendance by enrolling in this course.
Offered Fall, Spring
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